The Rotary Club of Banstead
December 2023


Dear friends,

Warm greetings from all of us at Banstead Rotary! 

We all have our own traditions and ways to celebrate at this time of year and I think at the heart of all of our celebrations is family, friends, and love. Now is the time to take a few days and rest, recharge the batteries, and reflect on the good days done.
I know for us we will be sticking close to home and celebrating with some of our children. I’ll be very thankful for our Rotary family.
[image: ]Two of my favourite things are Christmas and being a Rotarian. I love the fact that at this time of year everyone makes that extra effort to be kind to each other.  There is a sense of calm and peace.
Thank you for your efforts to make our community a better place and especially for joining in, or volunteering so we can work together.

If you have not met us please come to a dinner meeting at Cuddington Golf Club. Banstead Rotary is a relatively small group of community minded individuals from a range of backgrounds and ages. You may have seen us at one of our high-profile events during the year, but, never stopped to wonder who we are and what else we do.
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year


 	   Jane Illingworth President of Banstead Rotary Club
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CHRISTMAS COLLECTIONS 2023
Visit our CHRISTMAS COLLECTIONS PAGE and opposite to see if Santa is coming up your road
Usually Banstead Rotary collects about £12,000 from our Christmas collections in the area. This is distributed to local charities which this year need our help more than ever.  
CASH is still our preferred option for donations on the night. However, if you wish to donate online there is a link below. 
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N.B. When donating at the door CASH is preferred - Thank You 
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SANTA SWITCHES Christmas Tree LIGHTS ON IN BANSTEAD
By Diana Jarvis - https://www.thisislocallondon.co.uk/author/profile/41766.Diana_Jarvis/
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Despite near freezing temperatures, Banstead Rotary Club pulled out all the stops to welcome Santa to Banstead High Street on Thursday 30 November, to switch on the Christmas lights.
Hundreds of people turned out to celebrate the start of the festive season and the high street was crammed with children and adults, enjoying street food and listening to the music.
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Several shops set up stalls outside their premises and red balloons were handed to excited children to mark the occasion.
David Martin, one of the Rotarians who was instrumental in running the event, said: “Unfortunately, the Banstead Business Guild closed down earlier this year making the Christmas Celebrations in Banstead High Street unlikely to take place this year. However, at short notice, Banstead Village Residents Association stepped in to save the day.  They went about raising the necessary monies and organised the event, which was bigger and better than previous years.” The Banstead Rotary Santa Sleigh has been touring for over 60 years and will continue collecting in local streets around the area up until Christmas.
Jane Illingworth, President of Banstead Rotary, added: “We are working hard this Christmas. Banstead Rotary’s Santa Sleigh tours the area to bring Christmas cheer and to accept the donations from Banstead residents. Last year thanks to their generosity we collected £12,000 for local charities.” 
To see when Santa is coming to your road, schedule below of visit the website - https://www.bansteadrotary.com/
Christmas Tree for the High Street

Over the weekend our Christmas tree made its journey to the roundabout at the start of Banstead High Street. The team of Rotarians carefully selected a suitable specimen, cut it, transported it and erected it in situ. All that remains is the addition of festive lights and the lighting up ceremony with Santa on his sleigh on Thursday evening November 30th from 6pm. 

Street collections begin on 1st December. See our Christmas Collections Page for more details.
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[image: ]Banstead Rotary Crocus Planting 17 November
Banstead Rotary and Banstead Village in Bloom have joined forces to supervise the planting of 4000 crocus corms on the verges alongside Banstead Library. We have been ably helped by pupils from the Beacon School led by history teacher Lauren Sharkey.
The planting began at 10 o’clock on Friday 17 November in the morning, when, a group of members from Banstead Rotary and Banstead Village in Bloom began digging up the verge by Banstead Library in circular swirls. The planting of the 4000 crocuses was done by the pupils under the supervision of the adults.
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Banstead residents will be able to enjoy the crocuses when they emerge in Spring.
The pupils worked hard and were a great credit to the Beacon School.
Why are we doing this? Since 1985 Rotary’s 1.4 million members worldwide have been working hard to rid the world of polio a crippling disease that severely disables and even kills children. The purple crocus corms planted here, and across Britain and Ireland, during the autumn each year symbolise the purple dye painted on the little fingers of the 3 billion children worldwide when they have been vaccinated.
They will flower each February when Rotary celebrates its birthday.
To find out how you can help to eradicate polio worldwide, or for more information about the work of Rotary contact Banstead Rotary on the website.


Remembrance Sunday 12 November 2023
[image: ]
On Sunday 12 November President Jane continued the established tradition of the Rotary club of Banstead by participating in the act of Remembrance at Banstead Village War Memorial.

The service was held in the open air and led by a member of the local clergy and also included a parade up the High Street to the War Memorial.

Our club covers many local areas, and, members have their own historical ties with other parts of the country too. 



Global Sight Solutions
[image: ]
At the Club’s meeting on 7 November members had a very interesting talk from John Miles, a Rotarian and local ambassador for Global Sight Solutions (GSS). John explained that GSS is an avoidable blindness charity, working in various countries to provide free eye care for some of the world’s poorest.

If the main bread-winner in a family loses their sight and is unable to work, then the family can very soon find itself with an ever worsening struggle to put food on the table or keep a roof over its head.

Very often all that is needed is a straightforward cataract operation. GSS can provide a complete cataract operation service in India, Africa and other parts of the developing world for just £15!

Global Sight Solutions strives to make blindness history. It’s main focus is the setting up of Specialist Eye Hospitals in areas of need. It also invests in Eye Buses to transport patients to the clinics. 
It was registered with the charity commission in the 1990’s by members of Guildford Rotary Club, the aim being to work with Rotary Clubs in the developing world and together establish financially sustainable eye hospitals which can provide a full range of eye care, free to the world’s poorest.

The GSS website has lots more information: https://www.globalsightsolutions.org/

District Governor’s Visit

[image: ]Our meeting on Tuesday October 17 was a Zoom meeting attended by District Governor Annemarie van Bochove Allen making her official visit to the club. Making a visit to us is a privilege and was much appreciated by the members.

Annemarie spoke about changes at Rotary GB&I, support available from the District Team and our Club, its development and achievements. Highlights include:

This year Rotary International President Gordon R McInally has set the scene for the year as “Create Hope in the World”. Alongside continuity across the years, the RI President has asked for special emphasis to be placed on mental health in the coming year, especially, as he had suffered the loss of a family member through mental health issues. The District is working closely with Bipolar UK and Annemarie talked about project opportunities for the Club.

DG Annemarie urged the club to make sure that all its work is recorded on Rotary Club Central and noted that she was impressed by our successes and plans.

She spoke about the launch of the International Bipolar E-Club which D1145 is hosting and the District Strategic Action Plan and the Rotary GB&I upcoming project North Star, both of which are focused on increasing Rotary membership.

In Rotary South, D1145, we have 85 clubs and 2,000 members and she stressed the benefits of being in Rotary such as camaraderie, friendship and the way you can leverage work by cooperating with other clubs and being part of something bigger:  also, developing your career for example by project management and public speaking. Experience. 

She also spoke briefly about the District Hub being set up whereby people can become Rotarians without actually having to join a club. However, they get full access to the Rotary website and can assist Rotary clubs with their projects. There is also going to be a Rotary South, D1145, Passport Club.

Jane thanked Annemarie for her talk and for emphasising that mental health is an issue, and, for her leadership of the Rotary South District 1145 for the coming year.

Banstead Rotary Afternoon Tea!
[image: ]The Rotary Club of Banstead was invited to Banstead Manor Hallmark Carehomes, 8 Brighton Road Banstead SM7 1BS for an event on Tuesday 29 August.

Four staff are Banstead Rotary Corporate Members: Veronica, Fiona, Toni and Sam.

Guest of Honour was the Mayor of Reigate and Banstead, Councillor Eddy Humphreys accompanied by his wife Sarah the Mayoress, and Paul The Macebearer.

[image: ]The Mayor delivered a short speech about his charities: The Royal British Legion and Lucy Raynor Foundation.

Entertainment was an enjoyable overview by Paul, the Mayor’s Assistant who provided a talk about the Mayoral Regalia its origins, history and use. He remains a constant staff member in his role as the Mayor’s change office. The Mayor and Paul then talked about the Mayoral Regalia and robes while dressing for the occasion!

The Mayor then spoke to all the Rotarians and residents as he circulated the room.

Guests enjoyed a lavish afternoon tea of a wide selection of sandwiches, cupcakes, brownies,  and a delicious lemon drizzle cake prepared by the Banstead Manor chef. Banstead Rotary President Jane Illingworth welcomed the guests and thanked Banstead Manor for the generous hospitality. During the event Toni was presented with her Rotary pin.

 A special thank you to everyone involved to make the event such a success!

 The Rotary Club of Banstead has been a part of the community since 1951, beginning as a networking organisation it now plays an important role in supporting many charities and activities. The Club raised over £22,000 last year for charitable purposes.


King charles celebrates his 75th birthday
Banstead Rotary Club wishing the King a happy birthday.
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King Charles III supporting Rotary’s End Polio Now campaign during a trip to India. 

Purple For Polio Charity Race Night!
[image: ]
The Banstead Rotary Race Night raised £280!
Members were joined by friends and guests including Epsom Rotary Club and Priory House residents. The fundraiser took place on Tuesday 5 September at Cuddington Golf Club and 33 people attended. A two course fish & chip supper was followed by the charity race night to raise funds for End Polio Now .

Massive thanks to all involved especially: David who acted as Master of Ceremonies, Jane who promoted the raffle, Roger who ran the racing videos, plus Len and Suzanne who organised the bets. One of the International projects for which Rotary is best known is “End Polio Now”
[image: ]a programme to immunise the world’s children against polio . This was started in 1985 a joint-venture between Rotary,  World Health Organisation and Bill Gates Foundation

At the time there were 350,000 cases reported in 1985 across 125 countries

Last year 2022 there were only 30 new cases reported which were confined to Afghanistan Pakistan and Mozambique. In 2023 to date 7 children have been paralysed by polio. This is a magnificent achievement but work still must continue to consolidate the eradication by continuing vaccination in vulnerable countries.

With Gates Foundation matching funds our donation will be tripled!
Get involved with Rotary!
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Volunteering with Rotary could be the most important thing you ever do.  Your skills and experience are invaluable in our drive to help communities at home and around the world through our volunteer work. Whether you become a member of Rotary or volunteer your time and abilities to our local club, you will be helping to make people’s lives better. Just take a look at our list of members and committees HERE! 

Banstead Rotarian Stuart Walker

There are many ways to get involved with Rotary:
· You could join your local Rotary and open up a world of opportunities
· You could donate to a club or Rotary initiative
· You could volunteer to speak at a club about a cause or interest
· If you are a school pupil, you could take part in a Rotary competition
· You could volunteer to help the club in one of its initiatives, without becoming a Rotary member

If Rotary sounds like the organisation for you and you feel like volunteering some of your spare time, we’d like to hear from you!
Please contact us HERE to discuss your interest with a view to meeting up with local Rotarians at the Banstead Club - attending one of our speaker evenings or social events is a great way for you to get the measure of Rotary and for the club to get to know you.

You can learn more about us and membership HERE and: 

Twitter@BansteadRotary
www.facebook.com/bansteadrotaryclub

[image: ]Donation to Shelter Box

Rotary Club donates £2360 to Shelter Box!  Last week the Banstead Rotary Club members voted to donate to Shelter Box for the purchase of four Shelter Boxes to help with the earthquake disaster in Morocco and the flooding in Libya.

Shelter Box and Rotary are official project partners in international relief. Shelter Box is an international disaster relief organisation that hand delivers aid to families devastated by conflict or natural disaster to give them safe shelter and the tools to rebuild communities.

To donate please visit https://shelterbox.org/

Thanks from ShelterBox
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For more information click on the image 
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To find out more, visit:
https://www.rotary.org/en/about-rotary/history and https://www.rotarygbi.org/ ,
Or get in touch with us at Banstead Rotary via our contact page.
Join Us 
[image: ]
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Rotary Club of Banstead

21 September 2023

Dear Rotarians,

“Thank you to everybody at The Rotary Cibof Banstead,
or yourcub's recent donaton of£2.380.00.

We are oxtremely gratefu for your club's contribution o assist people in our responses
‘cross tho world.

Wo aro moving forward with our plans 1o support the humaniarian rosponso in Morocco after
the 6.8 magritudo earthquake. Our Geployed team had meetings wih Rotar n Marrakesh and
other lcal organisatons that Rotary have halped connecl them it Ths ncluded Distit Goverrar
108010, Saadia Agil, aiong wih Past Distict Governor, Sad Nejar and oher Rotaran from
Martakesh. Ourteam have aiso been meeing people ffcted by ne eartnquake and assessing the.
damage o vilages i the mourtains to decde what combinatons ofaid willbe mostsutabie. We'e
Tooking o suppart thousands of peopl wih tents, blankets, soar ight, and kichen sefs

ShelterBox s aso responding In Libya, supporting poople whose homes have been sevaroly
damaged or washed away by flood waters. The Regional ector at ShferEx, Haroon Alaf
Says: - Pooplo o dsplaced across northaast Libya. mostyfrom th cil o Domo. Many aro
gatherod in schol buidings bocauso thay o ongar havo a home o go back toand they are ety fo
Be ther for soma tme.”

Trank you again and iease do share his letter at yournext meeling and et your SheterBox District
Coordinator andiorInterational Char know ofyour suppart

Vit warm wishes,

SO
VAN

S S -

[P ——

s and

PS. Why notsig up for our Rotary omails,for up
Storio, ot sholtorbox.orglomails

Toso TR 2 UK o shelttboxort oo Okhessof o
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Rotary Myth Buster

ROTARY IS FOR MEN
IT'S FOR RETIRED PEOPLE

(ONG! e aecpen o sges 16+ Age sk

3 b st that s more imporan.
'S FOR PROFESSIONALS.
Divesty s ourstrong asset and
YOU MUST ATTEND EACH WEEK

NG We focus o whatyoucan contute, Gt involed
it fundrasing e, communiy projects and s

Y 2 hWeR

IT'S ARELIGIOUS ORGANISATION / SECRET SOCIETY
Rotary s nonelgou nd oot
YOU HAVE TO BE FORMALLY DRESSED FOR MEETINGS
Visoitsresed n st you an ffor it o Yo s
IT'S ALUNCH AND DINNER CLUB
Vi o mess ot mst mectins however
i il meet ol rjocts v st eser,
MEMBERSHIP BY INVITE ONLY
Wosceptmembur fom st te.
INTERESTED IN BIG INTERNATIONAL

PROJECTS ONLY Vo areIveved I thse e projcts,
owevo the majorty of our work i withn o communite spportn oclcuses.

Rotary - People of Action Google us to find out more
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Banstead CH RISTMAS
Rotary COLLECTIONS 2023

Is Santa coming up your road? &

NB. Roads shown below in approximate visiting order

«»g.,,!s‘?

Friday 1st December BurghWood, Burgh Mouni, Green Curve, Hillide, Tudor Close, Buckles Way, Larchwood Close,
BeaconWay, Tumblewood Road, The Drive, Heights Close, * Woodgavil * i time permits)

UPPER NORK
Monday 4th December Garrard Road, Monks Road, Colcakes Rd, Garratis Lane, North Acres, Diceland Road, Femdale Rd,
Shrubland Road, Lyme Regis Road, The Gables, Chipstead Road, Welesford Close, Gale Crescent, Thomfield Road
BANSTEAD - GARRETT’S LANE

Montrouge Crescent, Harkness Close, Rose Bushes, Partridge Mead, Park Wood Road, Park Wood
View, Nork Rise, Parsonsfeld Rd, Roundwood Way, Roundwood View, Shelley Close, “Gerald's Grove, * Walnut Grove * if time
permits) NORK - ROSE BUSHES
Thursday 7th December Garden Close, Wimot Way, The Oval, Lambert Road, Salisbury Road, Bolters Lane (par),
Greenhayes Avenue, Castleton Drive, Kingsley Avenue

BANSTEAD - WILMOT

Monday 11th December Ruden Way, Whitsbeam Close, Poplar Close, High Beeches, Osier Way, Warren Road (Upper par),
Burns Drve", Blue Cedars", Chaucer Close* * (i time permits)

NORK - HIGH BEECHES
Tuesday 12th December Harbourfield Road, Glenfield Road, Sandersfield Road, Buff Avenue, Fiddicroft Avenue, Longeroft Avenue,
Croydon Lane South, Winkworth Road, Follyfield Road, Pamersfild Road, Commonfield
BANSTEAD - WINKWORTH ROAD
Wednesday 13th December Chetwode Road, Long Walk, Ferriers Way, Coxdean, Broad Walk, Marbles Way, Acres Gardens,
Merefield Gardens, De Burgh Gardens, Haich Gardens, Preston Lane, Homefeld Gardens, Bidhams Crescent, Meriand Rise
PRESTON PARK

Thursday 14th December Vemon Walk, Copley Way, Shelvers Way, Ashurst Road, Cross Road, ~Harendon, Trtions,
Wessels Heathcote, Tadworth Sireet, Tadome Road
TADWORTH - SHELVERS WAY

Monday 18th December Picques Way, Tattenham Way, Meadow Way, Tangier Way, Waterer Gardens, West Drive, Great
Tattenhams, Merland Rise (ower part, Chapel Way, Heathside Place
TATTENHAMS

Wednesday 20th December Tattenham Grove, The Spinney, Downland Way, Shawley Way, Upland Way, North View Crescent,
Colman Close, Garichil Road, Beech Grove, Walkfeld Dive, Tattenham Crescent (par)
TATTENHAM CORNER

5-30 = 8-00 p-m
Santa will be on his sleigh, with Christmas musie, and collecting

for local charities assisted by BANSTEAD ROTARY and charity velunteers.
By giving you will be supporting local charities

REVISED OCTOBER 2023
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Santa will be out and about on his sleigh
in the Banstead, Nork and Tadworth
areas from Friday 1st December.

If you miss him and would like to
contribute to our Christmas collection for local
charities you can still do so in the following ways:

Use your phone to donate by text:
To give £3: text ROTARYGIVE3 to 70470
To give £10: text ROTARYGIVE10 to 70470

Just change the number at the end to suit
your donation  (Max £20)

Scan this QR code to
OR donate to Banstead Rotary
Christmas online.

Why not bring your family into Banstead on

Santa will be turning on the Christmas lights!
There will be fun and entertainment with some shops open late.
By giving you will be supporting local charities

REVISED OCTOBER 2023
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START YOUR ROTARY JOURNEY HERE

Rotary Is more flexible than ever before. With a variety of ways to get
involved with your local club, there is bound to be an opportunity to
suit you, your lifestyle and your commitments.

Join an Existing Club (in person or online)
The most common method o ining, Clbs ae lexbie in theie meein tmes and ocatios,
it muliple cobs Oen operan - Crtain arcs, BNt Yo OO 10 i you andyour

s el acetoface meetings,  number o s operate with ol mectings, ffering
areaer ety for those who are equenty on he 8, o those who 103d 3 parkcolaly
By esyle,but sl wan 1 e back t the communty.

e clubs meet o iferent imes,in diferentplaces and n iferent ways,th tin thy all
have n commonis th ac hey come togeher for hands on project,volunieering and
communiy aciies o improve e Ies of thers.

Friend of Rotary and Project Volunteering.
It youi no qute ready 1o commit,a number oflub ofer Frend o Roary programmes or
volunicerin aptions on Specic b proecs

This ives youthe apprtunity toget nvaved ith Rtary to decide whther s right for you,

Vi sk yo e questons to understand what yue ocking or, before omecing you
Vith memiers n your aea, where YouT e chance {0ty 3 fe I i your best .

Form your own club
Rotary ulds romthe ound up. o f youve ot famiy, frends, colleogues or acqualntances
100 you, hy 1oLt your o Reaty 10057 You ¢ ead the way by aciatng new
S orantways of voluniebrin n your rés. Rotry ha  Gedcaied eam of oluniers (o
elpyou every Siep oftn vy s Bl e perfectRoary xperinc fr you.

Corporate membership

Feriectfor busings I your oganistion wants o work osely ithyourlocal Rotary <t
getinvoled nthe communiy you can. Rotary s 3 grea way 10 put our SSRIns
Coporate Socal Responsity 6ess o cion,

Check out the Rotary Action Groups here:
sy oty rg/entpanicoseloropansion-2 oiaryacion g

Or Rotary Fellowships
s otacrgletoueyogamsimore felosshins.
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12 days, 120 charities
£1,000 each, £120,000 total

Nominate
today!
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Ecclesiastical Insurance
Office plc s the promoter
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Have you nominated
a charity?
You could help your chosen charity

receive a £1000 donation through Benefact
Group's Movement for Good awards.

movementforgood.com

'@BENEFACT GROUP

Promoted by Ecclesiastical Insurance Office Plc
partof the Benefact Group
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